CITY OF WILLIAMSBURG
Joanna Skrabala
Tourism Development Specialist
401 Lafayette Street
Williamsburg, VA. 23185
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION/INFORMATION
Williamsburg Public Art Council – Mural(s)
RFQ #: 01-1203-22
Issue Date: 04/01/2022
THIS IS NOT AN ORDER
The City of Williamsburg’s Williamsburg Public Art Council (WPAC) requests your
responses to the items listed below. Please respond by the close of business on May 16,
2022. Any questions must be submitted in writing to Joanna Skrabala at least two business
days prior to the closing date of May 16, 2022. Written quotation and response to the
items listed below can be mailed to the attention of Joanna Skrabala at City of
Williamsburg; 401 Lafayette Street; Williamsburg, VA 23185, email submission is
acceptable but must be received on or before the closing date. If emailing, please send your
email to jskrabala@williamsburgva.gov.
The Williamsburg Public Art Council is seeking design proposals from Virginia-based
artists or artist teams for its Mural Program in Midtown Row. Before entering an
agreement or contract for mural services, the City of Williamsburg reserves the right to
conduct interviews with any respondents who submit information to augment the artist
selection process.
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND
The Williamsburg City Council identified its desire to create a public art program as an
initiative in the City’s 2021/2022 Goals, Initiatives and Outcomes (GIOs).
In February of 2021, Williamsburg City Council adopted Ordinance #21-01 and Resolution
#21-03 to create the Williamsburg Public Art Council (WPAC). The WPAC advises City
Council on the acquisition, donation, commission and/or funding of public art, the
1

acceptance of gifts and loans of public art and the deaccession of public art from the City’s
collection.
In October of 2021, Williamsburg City Council approved a zoning text amendment to
officially allow for public art under the Williamsburg Public Art Council program. As stated
in the WPAC Resolution, murals are only allowed for installation in the B-3 zoning district
(also known as Midtown). The WPAC worked with Midtown Row to identify potential wall
space for murals and included two of these locations in this RFP.
PROJECT PURPOSE
Through its Public Art Program, the Williamsburg Public Art Council wishes to celebrate
the City’s past, present, and future with public art; enhance the City’s identity and economic
vitality by encouraging people to spend more time in the City engaged with public art; and
highlight and enhance the beauty and unique character of the City.
The purpose of this RFQ is to solicit proposals from Virginia-based artists or artist teams;
conduct an evaluation through the WPAC, its partners, and public comment, based on the
criteria listed herein; and select a qualified artist or artist team that can demonstrate
excellence while completing this project on time and within budget. If selected, the design
and the resulting mural will be the exclusive property and expression of the City of
Williamsburg.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Artists are encouraged to explore a variety of concepts and visuals as they related to the
identified broad themes as outlined in this RFQ.
The mural(s) should:
▪

Be an original, one-of-a-kind new work

▪

Be suitable and acceptable for public viewing of all ages and advance the interests of
the City of Williamsburg

▪

Be interactive and/or experiential by encouraging the public to take photographs
and/or selfies with the mural(s)

▪

Follow all Guidelines and Criteria as outlined by the WPAC

▪

If known images are used, the artist or artist team is responsible for obtaining all
copyright permission and paying all license fees. Copies of permissions and license,
to the sole satisfaction of the WPAC, must be provided to the City of Williamsburg
prior to contracting with the City.
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BUDGET
All proposals must include proposed costs to complete the proposed murals, described in
the project scope. Costs should be stated as a one-time or non-recuring costs (NRC). Pricing
should be listed for each itemized expense.
Project Budgets:
▪
▪

Wall #1 - $11,000
Wall # 2 – $7,000

The compensations above are all-inclusive and will cover all costs, including design, labor,
layout, materials, installation, preparation of the surface, application of a protective
coating, and travel/lodging expenses.
Compensation will be dispensed as follows: 50% at the beginning of the project within 30
days of a signed contract between the City of Williamsburg and the selected artist, with the
remaining 50% being dispensed upon satisfactory completion of the mural(s).
PROJECT TIMELINE
RFQ Launch Date
Deadline for Submissions
WPAC Review
Architectural Review Board (ARB)
Courtesy Review of Finalists
Public Input
Selected Winner(s) Announced
Installation

Friday, April 1, 2022
Monday, May 16, 2022
Monday, May 23, 2022
June 2022
July 1 – 15, 2022
August 1, 2022
Completed before September 15, 2022
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PROJECT THEMES, LOCATIONS & SITE SPECIFICATIONS
Both locations outlined below are privately owned by Midtown Row, an experience-based
retail, entertainment, and residential district in the City of Williamsburg. The City of
Williamsburg has permission to develop the space with the installation of murals. Both of
the mural surfaces are brick.
Wall #1
▪
▪
▪

Theme: “Community Connections”
Location: 1242 Richmond Road, Williamsburg; on inner side of Food Lion, adjacent to
Sal’s by Victor (circled in purple below)
Size: 15’ x 40’
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Wall #2
▪
▪
▪

Theme: “Nature & Beauty”
Location: 1242 Richmond Road, Williamsburg; on inner side of Food Lion as it leads
into the back courtyard (circled in purple below)
Size: 16’ 6” x 26’ 7”
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ELIGIBILITY
The project is open to all Virginia-based artists and artist teams, including students.
▪

Call is open to artists statewide; however, preference may be given to artists with a
special connection to the greater Williamsburg area.

▪

Experience with public art and large murals is preferred, but not required.

▪

Artist(s) must be willing to meet all contractual obligations and adhere to the
project timeline.

▪

Artist teams must designate a single point of contact. This person must be willing to
sign all contracts and related documents for the compensation.
COMPENSATION

The City of Williamsburg will compensate the artist/artist team in the amount of up to, but
not to exceed, the outlined budgets of $11,000 and/or $7,000.
▪

Details on what should be included in the budget are listed under Submission
Requirements.

▪

This compensation will cover design, labor, layout, materials, installation,
preparation of the surface, and application of a protective coating.

▪

Compensation will be made in two equal payments: 50% within 30 days of a signed
contract and 50% after all contractual deliverables are received.

RESPONSIBILITIES
The following responsibilities are in partnership between the City of Williamsburg and
Midtown Row as outlined in its contract agreement:
▪

Providing a secure storage space for any materials (paints, brushes, rollers, etc.)

▪

Building permission

▪

Ongoing maintenance

The selected artist(s) shall be responsible for the following:
▪

Obtaining materials (paints, brushes, rollers, and the associated accoutrement);
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▪

Prepping the surface (cleaning, patching);

▪

Applying protective coating;

▪

Design installation;

▪

Prepping and safeguarding the site each day of work for ease, comfort, safety, and
cleanliness;

▪

Required cleaning up of site at the end of work, leaving the site bereft of any
obstacles and paint; and

▪

Providing proof of liability insurance coverage, as determined satisfactory in the
sole discretion of the City of Williamsburg.

The selected artist(s) will also be required to:
▪

Appear in photographs and/or video during the installation of the murals; and

▪

Be available to meet and answer questions from City leadership, staff, and members
of the media.

SELECTION CRITERIA
The City of Williamsburg staff, WPAC, and Midtown Row will review all eligible proposals
to select up to five (5) finalists for each wall. The following criteria will be used in selecting
the finalists:
▪

Mural design

▪

Location of artist (must be Virginia-based)

▪

Submittal of all required materials as outlined in the RFQ

▪

Originality: creativity and uniqueness of proposed artwork concept for this project

▪

Quality and craftsmanship of product as exhibited by past work

▪

Feasibility: artist’s proven track record and ability to complete the work on time and
within budget

The City reserves the right, at any time prior to awarding the contract, to reject any and all
proposals, or any part thereof, to make no award, and/or issue a new RFQ, or make
modifications, corrections or additions to the information contained therein.
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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To ensure consideration for this RFQ, your submission should be complete and meeting the
criteria listed below. Up to two design proposals for each site may be submitted. All
submission must be completed electronically.
▪

Proposals must be submitted no later than Monday, May 16th, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.

▪

Provide a current vitae/resume, no longer than one (1) page.

▪

Include three (3) professional references. Please include name, address, phone
number, and email address for each reference.

▪

While not required, you may provide imagery of previous outdoor murals OR largescale artwork.

▪

Provide letter of interest briefly expressing your interest in the project as well as the
Mural Title with a narrative describing the imagery’s meaning/concept or
significance, how the mural may reflect or enrich the City of Williamsburg. Include a
project timeline for installation needs.

▪

The proposed design should be clearly rendered, with approximate measurements,
and include a sketch of the design as an overlay of the building wall to show
dimension and scale.

▪

Provide a proposed budget to include all expenses for all materials, labor costs, etc.,
to not exceed the compensation amounts listed in this RFQ.

POLICIES
▪

Contingent on weather, each mural should be completed within two (2) weeks.
Installation should be completed before September 15, 2022.

▪

Selected artist(s) will be required to sign indemnification and hold harmless
agreements with the City of Williamsburg and property owner, Midtown Row.

▪

Some proposals not selected for this project may be kept on file by the City of
Williamsburg for possible future considerations.

▪

Artist will retain the ownership of the design ideas submitted for this RFQ until a
selection has been made and a contract signed between the artist(s) and City of
Williamsburg.

▪

At the time the contract is awarded, the ownership of the design and the artwork
produced – in this case the public mural project – will become the property of the
City of Williamsburg and Midtown Row.

▪

Artist/Artist Teams submitting proposals should be aware that City of Williamsburg
reserves the right, working with the Artist/Artists, to require changes to the design,
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and absent changes made as required by the City of Williamsburg, the Artist/Artist
Teams will be selected. If an Artist/Artist Team does not complete the mural as
approved by the City of Williamsburg, in its sole control and discretion, the City still
owns the design and mural, to the extent that it is completed, and may engage
another Artist/Artist Team to complete the mural in its entirety without further
obligation or liability to the Artist/Artist Team.
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RFQ Submission Form
Williamsburg Public Art Council – Mural(s)
RFQ #: 01-1203-22
Issue Date: 04/01/2022
Applicant’s Name ____________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State _____________________ Zip Code______________________
Phone ________________________________ Email Address _______________________________________________
Website (optional) __________________________________________________________________________________
Which wall(s) are you submitting artwork for? _____ Wall #1

_____ Wall #2

Attachment Checklist
You must include the following documentation with your submission.
____ Vitae/Resume
____ Letter of Interest
____ Three (3) professional references
____ Expected timeline to complete the work with weather constraints
____ Detailed, full-color sketch to scale of your proposed mural submission
____ Projected budget not to exceed the allocated amount for the wall(s)
____ Portfolio and/or examples of artwork, including any exterior murals or largescale art projects

Signature
This proposal accurately represents my mural plans, and I/we are fully prepared and capable of
executing the mural as described within a time frame that will be agreed upon by myself and the
City of Williamsburg.

Signature__________________________________________________________________ Date _____________________
Printed Name ____________________________________________________________
- YOU MUST RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR SUBMISSION 10

